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Assignment #3: The Necklace
Part One: Recalling
1. What kind of family is Mme Loisel born? Although Mme Loisel is not only very pretty but also charming, she believed that she was born into a poor family with unfavorable economic status. She continuously feels the burden of her poverty even in marriage and spent the better part of her days imagining herself in extravagant lifestyles. 
2. What does Mme Loisel feel she must have to make her ball complete? Mme Loisel was an extravagant woman who believed that she should look the best to attend the ball. As such, she initially requested her husband for a “suitable” dress to wear to the ball. Once that was provided, she got worried because she didn’t have any jewelry to wear with the dress. It is then that she went to borrow a sparkling diamond necklace from her friend Jeane.
3. What kind of life does Mme Loisel learn about because of the loss of the necklace? With the loss of the necklace and the debts she and her husband incurred, Mme Loisel was forced to depart from the modest and comfortable life provided by her husband to one where she had to work and look after herself. She also came to learn that the lives rich people portray to the public are not necessarily the reality.
4. What actions on the part of the husband show that he places his wife’s happiness above his own? First and foremost, the husband brought the invitation to the ball just to make his wife happy since he knew how much she appreciated and longed for such events. Secondly, the husband gave away money he was saving to purchase himself a rifle to his wife to purchase a dress for the ball. Thirdly, the husband parted with his inheritance to help repay or rather purchase a replacement necklace. Last but not least, he also took multiple jobs to repay the necklace his wife lost.
5. What is probably the reason that Mme Loisel chooses to tell Mme Forestier the truth? Mme Loisel chose to tell the truth since deep down she blamed Mme Forestier for the situation she and her husband were in. She also chose to confront and tell her the truth because they had finally managed to pay off all the debt.
Part Two: Synthesizing
6. How is Mme Loisel’s life symbolized by the necklace? Mme Loisel’s life was as fake as the necklace she borrowed from her friend Jeane. She wanted to live and experience and extravagant lifestyles when in reality all she could afford was a modest and comfortable life. Through purchasing an expensive gown and borrowing a necklace, she managed to deceive people at the ball that she was the real deal. Mme Loisel was similarly deceived into believing that the necklace was original and spent 10 years in abject poverty and doing manual labor to repay and replace a fake. 
Part Three: Foreshadowing
7. Is the ending of the story a complete surprise or was the falseness of the necklace partly foreshadowed? If so, what clues occur earlier in the story? The ending of the story is not a complete surprise since the fakeness of the necklace was partly foreshadowed when she was borrowing it. Mme Forestier uttered “why, yes, certainly”. It was such an emphatic answer that pointed to the fact that the necklace was not as expensive as it looked. 
8. What irony of situation is at the heart of this story? The irony of situation in the story is that Mme Loisel was forced to assume the arduous life she resented after losing the necklace and which made the modest and comfortable life she enjoyed quite luxurious.
Part Four: Responding in writing
9. Write a short story about a character who is faced with conflict in a particular social environment
Mark was brought up in an impoverished background. However, despite the grim situation, his parents made all efforts to ensure he attended the best school in the region to allow him acquire the best education. They cared less about the amount of tuition they paid but solely for the future of their son. 
However, Mark’s down to earth attributes changed the moment he started interacting with rich and affluent students from his school. The parents to some of these students were top government officials who lived in decent neighborhoods. It was not long before Mark created a pretend life that included the kind of jobs his parents had to the area they lived. He insinuated that his parents worked abroad and would visit him occasionally in their private jet. He lived in the country with his uncle who was a senior stock broker at NYSE. To cover his lies and pretend lifestyle, Mark would break into people’s houses and still their valuables which he would then pawn. 
The end of the road soon came when he was caught stealing from the home of his fellow students. He was caught on camera and the footage circulated throughout the entire school putting him to shame. His lies were all uncovered and Mark was also expelled from the prestigious school and taken to juvenile. 
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